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‘Downtown’s makeovers
still moving forward

By Ruth Jones/staff

rjones@newsleader.com

STAUNTON — Under the
cozy lighting of Devine
Decor, downtown business-
es owners gathered to hear
the latest happenings in
their work neighborhood.

Sipping on drinks,
munching and browsing
the home decor store, own-
ers caught up with each
other, then listened to Eco-
nomic Development Direc-
tor Bill Hamilton update

- them on the growth of his-

toric downtown.

“It's probably the best
time ever to be in down-
town Staunton,” Hamilton
said, mentioning that this
year's assessments are up
28 percent.

“I think the property val-
ues demonstrate the good
things that are going on.”

Major projects are most-
ly on schedule, Hamilton
said, including the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel.

The Senate passed the
final version of the bill to
turn the former Western
State Hospital property
over to the Staunton

Industrial Development
Authority on Thursday,
Hamilton announced. Now
it's ready to be handed
over to the House for its
stamp of approval.

“It's not been an easy
time in Richmond, but we
feel we'll prevail in the
end,” Hamilton said.

Owners got to ask ques-
tions of Robin Miller, one
of the influential new faces
to become a part of down-
town. Miller is the devel-
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® Stonewall
Jackson Hotel:
Construction
running on
schedule. The
hotel should be
completed by fall.

o Towne
Centre: In
demolition phase,
which should be
completed in two
to three weeks.
The condos should
be ready by
August.

® Former
Western State
Hospital: Waiti
to be conveyed
from the state t
the Staunton IC

The bill is await

House approva



10 The News Leader, Friday, February 18, 2005

WEATHER/JUMPS

www.newsleader.com

"‘
PROS

UR

Planning for your future?

INSURANCE

520 LsREENVILLE AVE
VA 24401

HTAUNTON,

Call Sarah Foster, Certified Long-Term Carec Insurance Specialist
Prosure Insurance (540) 855-5531

b S-day
.Jfrecastﬁnr

nion

REGIONAL FOHEC ST '
Augusta oW ay . - SR

Downtown

Continued from the front page

oper for the Towne Centre and
a developer on the former
Western State property project.

Miller expressed his readi-
ness to tackle the former West-
ern State property, which is
envisioned to be a village with
residential space, commercial
offices, retail and hospitality,
including hotels and restau-
rants.

Until the hill is finished going
through its process in Rich-
mond, Miller can’t begin work.

But he said he has started on
plans for one building on the
property and the city has agreed
to run the trolley through the
community once it's done.

Miller announced that he
decided on the name “0ld Y
Lofts” for the condominiums,
which will total 20 — 18 resi-
dential and two commercial.
Prices haven't been finalized,

Miller said, but his early esti-
mates ranged from $200,000
to more than $400,000.

“The demaolition is almaost fin-
ished,” and should be done in
about two to three weeks,
Miller said.

News of the condos has
inquiries rolling in.

“We're getting inquiries
almostby the day,” Miller said.
"We've gotten now at least 25
names of prospective buyers.”

“We're going to talk to those
folks first before we officially go
on the market.”

Business After Hours quar-
terly mestings started three
vears ago, Staunton Downtown
Development Director Kimber-
ly Watters said.

She said it's a good chance
for business owners to get to
know each ather and catch up.

“This is just a casual, relaxed
way for them to do that,” Wat-
ters said.





